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The Complete Guide To Electric Vans In The UK 

The commercial vehicle industry is changing. 

For decades, diesel vans have been the backbone of UK businesses. From electricians 
and plumbers to builders, delivery companies and growing fleets, vans are an essential 
tool that keeps businesses moving every day. 

However, we are entering a new era. 

Electric vans are becoming increasingly popular across the UK, manufacturers are 
investing heavily in new technology and more businesses are asking an important 
question: 

"Is an electric van the right choice for my business?" 

At DT Automotive, this is a question we hear more and more from customers. 

The honest answer is simple: 

There is no single van that is right for everyone. 

For some businesses, an electric van can offer significant benefits, including lower 
running costs, reduced maintenance, a quieter driving experience and the ability to 
prepare for future changes in the commercial vehicle market. 

For others, depending on daily mileage, payload requirements, working environment 
and charging availability, a modern diesel van may still be the better option. 

That is why we created the DT Automotive Electric Van Handbook. 

Our aim is not to convince every business to switch to electric. 

Our aim is to provide honest, practical advice so you can understand the benefits, 
understand the limitations and make the right decision for your business. 

Whether you are: 

• A tradesperson buying your first van 

• A small business owner looking to reduce running costs 



• A company expanding your fleet 

• A business considering your first electric commercial vehicle 

This guide will help you understand everything you need to know about electric vans in 
the UK. 

At DT Automotive, we believe buying a van should never feel confusing. 

It should feel informed. 

Because the best van is not always the newest technology. 

The best van is the one that works for the way you work. 

 

 

 

Why Are More Businesses Switching To Electric Vans? 

The commercial vehicle market is changing faster than ever before. 

For decades, diesel vans have been the natural choice for UK businesses because they 
have offered reliability, flexibility and the ability to cover long distances. 

However, businesses today are facing new challenges. 

Fuel costs have increased, operating expenses are under greater pressure and many 
companies are looking for ways to become more efficient. 

This is why more businesses are starting to explore electric vans. 

The question is no longer: 

"Will electric vans become part of the future?" 

The question many businesses are now asking is: 

"Could an electric van work for my business today?" 

 

Electric Vans For Business: Why Are Companies Making The Switch? 

Businesses are choosing electric vans for several reasons. 

The main factors include: 

• Lower running costs 

• Reduced maintenance 



• Improving technology 

• Environmental commitments 

• Changing regulations 

• Driver comfort 

However, the most important factor is understanding whether the vehicle fits the way 
the business operates. 

At DT Automotive, we believe the decision should always start with the business—not 
the vehicle. 

 

Electric Van Running Costs 

One of the biggest reasons businesses consider electric vans is the potential reduction 
in running costs. 

A commercial vehicle is a major business expense. 

The true cost of owning a van includes: 

• Fuel or electricity 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Downtime 

• Tax 

• Insurance 

• Depreciation 

Electric vans can help reduce some of these costs, particularly energy and 
maintenance. 

 

Electricity Compared With Diesel 

Electric vans do not use traditional fuel. 

Instead, they are charged using electricity. 

The cost difference depends on: 

• Where you charge 



• Electricity prices 

• Your annual mileage 

• How efficiently you drive 

For businesses charging overnight at home or at their own premises, electric vans can 
offer significant savings compared with traditional diesel vehicles. 

For businesses relying heavily on public charging networks, the savings may be 
different. 

Understanding your own situation is essential. 

 

Example: How An Electric Van Could Benefit A Local Business 

Imagine a local tradesperson travelling approximately 50 miles per day. 

Their typical routine: 

• Starts and finishes at home 

• Works locally 

• Has predictable daily mileage 

• Can charge overnight 

This type of business could be well suited to an electric van. 

The benefits may include: 

• Lower energy costs 

• Reduced servicing requirements 

• Quieter daily driving 

• Less time spent maintaining the vehicle 

 

Example: When Diesel May Still Make More Sense 

Now consider a business that: 

• Covers hundreds of motorway miles every week 

• Travels nationally 

• Frequently changes routes 

• Has limited charging access 



In this situation, a diesel van may still provide the flexibility required. 

This is why honest advice matters. 

Electric vans are not designed to replace every diesel van. 

They are designed to provide another option. 

 

Electric Vans And Changing UK Regulations 

Another reason businesses are considering electric vans is future planning. 

Across the UK, towns and cities are focusing more on reducing emissions and improving 
air quality. 

For businesses operating in urban areas, vehicle requirements may continue to change 
over time. 

Electric vans produce: 

• Zero tailpipe emissions while driving 

• Lower local emissions 

• Less noise pollution 

For businesses working in cities, this can make electric vans an attractive long-term 
option. 

 

Sustainability And Business Reputation 

More businesses are considering their environmental impact. 

Customers, suppliers and larger organisations are increasingly interested in 
sustainability. 

For some companies, switching to electric vehicles forms part of a wider environmental 
strategy. 

An electric van can help demonstrate that a business is thinking about the future. 

 

Technology Has Improved 

One of the biggest reasons electric vans are becoming more popular is because the 
technology has improved dramatically. 

Early concerns included: 



• Limited range 

• Slow charging 

• Lack of choice 

• Uncertainty around reliability 

Modern electric vans now offer: 

• Better battery technology 

• Improved driving range 

• Faster charging 

• More manufacturer choice 

• Improved comfort and equipment 

The electric van market has moved forward significantly. 

 

Popular Electric Vans In The UK 

Businesses now have more choice than ever before. 

Some popular electric vans available in the UK include: 

Ford E-Transit 

A full-size electric van designed for businesses needing practicality and carrying 
capability. 

Vauxhall Vivaro Electric 

A popular medium electric van offering a balance of size, practicality and efficiency. 

Mercedes-Benz eVito 

A premium electric van option with strong comfort and technology. 

Renault Kangoo E-Tech Electric 

A compact electric van ideal for smaller businesses and urban driving. 

Peugeot E-Partner 

A practical small electric van suitable for local businesses and delivery work. 

The best choice depends on your business requirements. 

 



DT Automotive Expert Insight 

The biggest mistake businesses make when choosing a van is focusing only on the 
vehicle. 

The better approach is to start with the job. 

Ask yourself: 

• How many miles do I drive each day? 

• Where do I normally travel? 

• Do I have charging access? 

• What weight do I carry? 

• Will my business change in the future? 

Once you understand your requirements, choosing the right van becomes much easier. 

 

 

Electric Van Benefits: Are They Cheaper To Own And Run? 

When buying any commercial vehicle, the purchase price is only one part of the 
decision. 

A van is a business tool. 

The real question is: 

"How much value will this vehicle provide during ownership?" 

Electric vans can offer several benefits that go beyond simply replacing diesel fuel. 

 

Lower Energy Costs 

Electric vans have the potential to reduce cost per mile compared with diesel vehicles. 

For businesses covering significant mileage, these savings can become meaningful over 
time. 

The biggest factors affecting savings include: 

• Charging method 

• Electricity prices 

• Fuel prices 



• Annual mileage 

• Driving style 

A business with reliable overnight charging may be able to maximise these benefits. 

 

Reduced Maintenance Requirements 

Electric vans have fewer moving parts than diesel vans. 

Traditional diesel vehicles rely on complex systems including: 

• Engines 

• Turbochargers 

• Fuel systems 

• Exhaust systems 

• Clutches 

Electric vans remove many of these components. 

This can mean: 

• Simpler servicing 

• Fewer mechanical parts to maintain 

• Reduced downtime 

However, electric vans still require regular checks and servicing to keep them operating 
correctly. 

 

Improved Driver Comfort 

Many drivers who switch to electric vans comment on how different they feel. 

Benefits include: 

• Reduced engine noise 

• Less vibration 

• Smooth acceleration 

• Relaxed driving experience 

For business owners with employees driving all day, driver comfort can become an 
important consideration. 



A happier driver often means a better working environment. 

 

Electric Van vs Diesel Van Comparison 

Feature Electric Van Diesel Van 

Energy source Electricity Diesel fuel 

Running costs Potentially lower Usually higher fuel costs 

Maintenance Fewer mechanical components More engine-related servicing 

Driving experience Quiet and smooth Traditional driving feel 

Urban driving Excellent Good 

Long-distance flexibility Depends on range and charging Excellent 

Environmental impact Zero tailpipe emissions Produces emissions 

 

Are Electric Vans Worth It? 

This depends on the business. 

For the right customer, an electric van can provide: 

• Lower running costs 

• Improved comfort 

• Reduced maintenance 

• Future readiness 

For another business, diesel may remain the better solution. 

The goal is not choosing electric because it is new. 

The goal is choosing the vehicle that works best. 

 

DT Automotive Expert Insight 

A van should earn its place in your business. 

Whether electric or diesel, the right vehicle is the one that helps you complete your 
work efficiently, reliably and profitably. 



That is why understanding your own usage is the most important part of buying a van. 

 

 

Electric Van Charging, Range And Battery Life Explained 

One of the biggest questions businesses ask before considering an electric van is: 

"Will it actually work for my daily driving?" 

This is the most important question to answer. 

Electric vans have improved significantly in recent years, but choosing the right vehicle 
still comes down to understanding how you use your van. 

Your daily mileage, charging options, payload requirements and typical journeys all play 
an important role. 

At DT Automotive, we believe the best electric van decision starts with understanding 
your business. 

 

How Far Can An Electric Van Travel? 

Electric van range has improved significantly as battery technology has developed. 

However, the advertised range is not always the same as real-world driving range. 

Just like a diesel van's fuel economy can change depending on driving conditions, an 
electric van's range can vary depending on several factors. 

These include: 

• Driving speed 

• Weather conditions 

• Payload weight 

• Road conditions 

• Driving style 

• Use of heating and air conditioning 

• Motorway driving 

A lightly loaded van travelling locally will generally achieve a different range compared 
with a fully loaded van travelling at motorway speeds. 



 

Understanding Electric Van Range 

When looking at an electric van, the most important question is not: 

"What is the maximum range?" 

The better question is: 

"How many miles do I actually drive every day?" 

Many businesses overestimate their daily mileage. 

A tradesperson might think they need maximum range, but after tracking their journeys 
they may discover they regularly travel much less than expected. 

For example: 

A business travelling: 

• 50 miles per day 

• Returning home every evening 

• Able to charge overnight 

may find an electric van fits perfectly into their routine. 

 

Electric Van Charging Guide 

Charging an electric van is one of the biggest changes compared with owning a diesel 
vehicle. 

Instead of visiting a fuel station, many businesses charge their vehicle while it is parked. 

There are three main charging options. 

 

Home Charging 

For many small businesses and tradespeople, home charging is the simplest solution. 

A typical routine could look like this: 

• Finish work 

• Plug the van in overnight 

• Start the next day with a full battery 



The convenience of waking up with a charged vehicle is one of the biggest benefits 
electric van owners experience. 

 

Workplace Charging 

For businesses operating from premises, workplace charging can be an excellent 
option. 

Charging during evenings or while vehicles are parked allows companies to manage 
their fleet efficiently. 

Benefits include: 

• Better control of charging costs 

• Reduced reliance on public chargers 

• Easier fleet management 

 

Public Charging 

The UK charging network continues to expand. 

Public charging can be useful for: 

• Longer business journeys 

• Emergency top-ups 

• Drivers away from their normal charging location 

However, businesses should consider charging availability when planning routes. 

 

How Long Does An Electric Van Take To Charge? 

Charging time depends on: 

• The size of the battery 

• The charging equipment being used 

• The current battery level 

• The vehicle model 

Generally: 

Home Charging 



Best suited for overnight charging. 

Workplace Charging 

Useful for vehicles parked for several hours. 

Rapid Charging 

Designed to add range quickly during longer journeys. 

The right charging solution depends on how your business operates. 

 

Electric Van Battery Life Explained 

Battery life is one of the biggest concerns for customers considering electric vans. 

The good news is modern electric vehicle batteries are designed to last many years. 

Manufacturers have invested heavily in battery technology, testing and durability. 

Battery performance can be influenced by: 

• Charging habits 

• Climate 

• Vehicle usage 

• Mileage 

• General maintenance 

However, battery degradation is normally gradual rather than sudden. 

 

Do Electric Van Batteries Need Replacing? 

A common misconception is: 

"Electric van batteries only last a few years." 

Modern batteries are designed for long-term use. 

Replacing a battery is not considered a normal part of electric vehicle ownership in the 
way replacing tyres, brakes or servicing components are. 

Manufacturers also provide battery warranties, giving owners additional reassurance. 

 

Electric Van Myths Explained 



Myth: Electric vans cannot travel far enough. 

Reality: 

Many modern electric vans can comfortably handle the daily mileage of local 
businesses and tradespeople. 

 

Myth: Charging is too inconvenient. 

Reality: 

For businesses able to charge overnight, charging can actually become more 
convenient than visiting a fuel station. 

 

Myth: Electric vans are unreliable. 

Reality: 

Electric vans have fewer mechanical components than traditional diesel vehicles, 
which can reduce some maintenance requirements. 

 

DT Automotive Expert Insight 

The biggest mistake businesses make is focusing only on maximum range. 

The better approach is understanding your normal working day. 

A van that perfectly matches your daily requirements will usually be a better investment 
than choosing a vehicle based purely on the biggest battery available. 

 

 

Is An Electric Van Right For Your Business? 

After understanding electric vans, charging, range and running costs, the final question 
is: 

Should your business make the switch? 

The answer depends entirely on how your business operates. 

At DT Automotive, we believe there is no replacement for understanding your individual 
needs. 



The right van is the one that supports your business today and helps you grow 
tomorrow. 

 

Businesses That Could Benefit From An Electric Van 

Electric vans can be an excellent choice for businesses with predictable working 
patterns. 

Examples include: 

Electricians 

Many electricians: 

• Work locally 

• Return home each evening 

• Carry tools and equipment 

• Have predictable mileage 

This makes electric vans a strong option. 

 

Plumbers And Heating Engineers 

For businesses travelling between local customers, electric vans can provide: 

• Lower running costs 

• Comfortable driving 

• Easy daily charging 

 

Delivery Businesses 

Companies completing local delivery routes can benefit from: 

• Stop-start efficiency 

• Reduced urban emissions 

• Lower running costs 

 

Small Businesses 

For many small businesses, reducing overheads is essential. 



An electric van may help reduce some ongoing operating costs while providing a 
modern, efficient vehicle solution. 

 

When Might Diesel Still Be The Better Choice? 

Electric vans are improving every year, but diesel vans remain the right choice for many 
businesses. 

A diesel van may be more suitable if you: 

• Regularly travel very long distances 

• Spend significant time on motorways 

• Tow heavy trailers 

• Carry maximum payloads every day 

• Work in areas with limited charging availability 

Choosing diesel is not choosing the past. 

It is choosing the vehicle that fits your requirements. 

 

Electric Van Buying Checklist 

Before purchasing an electric van, ask yourself: 

1. What is my daily mileage? 

Understanding your real mileage is the first step. 

 

2. Where will I charge? 

Consider: 

• Home charging 

• Workplace charging 

• Public charging 

 

3. What do I carry? 

Payload is just as important with electric vans as it is with diesel vans. 

 



4. Will my business change? 

Think about where your business will be in three to five years. 

 

5. Am I buying from a trusted specialist? 

A van is a major investment. 

Choosing a supplier who provides honest advice and understands commercial vehicles 
is essential. 

 

Why Choose DT Automotive? 

At DT Automotive, we understand that buying a van is a major business decision. 

Our job is not simply to sell vehicles. 

Our job is to help you choose the right vehicle. 

Whether you are considering: 

• An electric van 

• A diesel van 

• A first business van 

• A fleet upgrade 

our experienced team is here to provide honest guidance. 

We pride ourselves on: 

• Quality vehicles 

• Transparent information 

• Nationwide support 

• Professional preparation 

• Helping customers make confident decisions 

 

Final Thoughts 

Electric vans represent an exciting change in the commercial vehicle industry. 

They offer genuine benefits for many UK businesses, including: 



• Lower running costs 

• Reduced maintenance 

• Improved driving comfort 

• Zero tailpipe emissions 

However, the best choice will always depend on your business. 

Electric is not automatically better. 

Diesel is not automatically better. 

The best van is the one that matches the way you work. 

At DT Automotive, we believe customers deserve honest advice, clear information and 
confidence when making such an important decision. 

Whether you are ready to switch to electric or simply exploring your options, our team is 
here to help. 

DT Automotive 

Helping Businesses Keep Moving. 

 

 

 


